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Abbot fs Trial Brief Upon the Pleadings in Civil Actions at Law 
and in Equity, and Under the New Procedure. By Austin 
Abbott of the New York Bar. Lawyers' Co-Operative Pub- 
lishing Co., Rochester, N. Y. 1904. In two volumes, sheep, 
pp. 2120. 

Any book which will expedite the trial of causes will not only 
lighten the burdens of the trial lawyer but will materially benefit the 
public generally, for the reason that litigants will have the merits 
of their claims determined more quickly and satisfactorily. The 
old adage that "a delay of justice is a denial of justice" was never 
better exemplified than in our present crowded court calendars. 
From the unskilful manner in which the rules of practice are under- 
stood and applied many mistrials result and the burdens of bench 
and bar are correspondingly increased to obtain final justice in a 
new trial, or upon appeal. 

Mr. Abbott planned his work originally to facilitate the correct 
application of the rules of practice by collecting together a number 
of briefs which he had prepared during his busy life. The result 
of the first edition proved so satisfactory that the entire work has 
been revised and brought down to date in the light of the great 
number of later decisions. The work has thus grown from one 
volume of about 900 pages to two volumes of over 2100 pages. 
The first volume deals entirely with "Demurrers" ; the second, with 
"Issues of Fact." A new chapter on the "Amendment of Plead- 
ings" has also been added. 

The work is useful in any State, for the law and decisions of all 
States and of the Supreme Court of the United States are carefully 
noted. The treatment is in every way admirable and the work as 
a whole may well be regarded as indispensable to the safe conduct 
of causes. 

In his preface the author states that a pleading fulfils a three- 
fold function, as a notice to the adversary of what he is to meet, 
as a rule of order, and as a record of justice. Every perfect plead- 
ing subserves these offices and it can only be made perfect by a 
careful attention to the rules of practice that Mr. Abbott and his 
revisors have tried to make clear. 

The work will undoubtedly continue to be increasingly useful, 
as the matter has been doubled in amount and its practical value 
equally increased. M . w. w. 



